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NOTES

This version of the selection 
alternates original text 
with summarized passages. 
Dotted lines appear next to 
the summarized passages.

In this novel, mostly set in Switzerland, a scientist named Victor von Frankenstein uses 
human body parts to make a living man. This man is known as the Creature. After 
fleeing to the woods for a time, the Creature returns to Geneva, where Dr. Frankenstein 
lives. They meet on a nearby mountaintop, and the Creature tells his creator everything 
that has happened to him.

Chapter 15
In Chapter 15, the Creature narrates his story. While in the woods, he had discovered a 
small cottage occupied by a blind old man, who was in exile from Paris; his two children, 
Felix and Agatha; and a Turkish orphan, Safie. By watching the family’s daily life, the 
Creature has learned to appreciate what is good and despise what is evil. He has also 
learned French. Over time, his desire to share in the life of the family has grown strong.

One night, he says, he finds a leather suitcase in the woods. It contains some clothes 
and books.

“I eagerly seized the prize and returned with it to my hovel.1 Fortunately, 
the books were written in the language, the elements of which I had 
acquired at the cottage; they consisted of Paradise Lost, a volume of 
Plutarch’s Lives, and the Sorrows of Werter. The possession of these 
treasures gave me extreme delight; I now continually studied and exercised 
my mind upon these histories, whilst my friends were employed in their 
ordinary occupations.”

The Creature enjoys the stories in these books, as well as the opinions expressed and 
the glowing descriptions of domestic life. The books cause new feelings in him and 
shed light on subjects unknown to him. The goodness of the characters matches the 
goodness he has seen in the cottagers, whom the Creature calls “my protectors.” 
Above all, the character of Werter strikes him as divine. He respects this hero so deeply 
that when Werter dies, the Creature mourns.

As he reads, though, the Creature notices something.

“I found myself similar yet at the same time strangely unlike to the 
beings concerning whom I read and to whose conversation I was a listener. 
I sympathized with and partly understood them, but I was unformed in 
mind; I was dependent on none and related to none. … My person was 
hideous; my stature, gigantic. What did this mean? Who was I? What was I? 
Whence did I come?”

ANCHOR TEXT | NOVEL EXCERPT

Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley

from Frankenstein

1. hovel (HUHV uhl) n. flimsy shack or hut.
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NOTESIn Plutarch’s Lives, the Creature reads about the founders of the Greek and Roman 
republics. Through these stories, he learns to admire the heroes of the distant past.

Many things I read surpassed my understanding and experience. I had 
a very confused knowledge of kingdoms, wide extents of country, mighty 
rivers, and boundless seas. But I was perfectly unacquainted with towns 
and large assemblages of men. The cottage of my protectors had been the 
only school in which I had studied human nature, but this book developed 
new and mightier scenes of action.

As he reads about ancient leaders—some good, some bad—his love of virtue and his 
hatred of wrongdoing grows. He knows that his time near the cottagers has taught 
him to admire and respect the good qualities in people, because he has seen these 
virtues in them. He wonders whether he would feel differently if the first human he had 
encountered had been a bloodthirsty soldier.

He then turns to Milton’s Paradise Lost, which retells the story of man’s fall as described 
in the first book of the Bible. The idea of an all-powerful god at war with his creatures 
moves him deeply. He feels a connection to Adam, who, like the Creature, began with 
no connection to any other being.

Like Adam, I was apparently united by no link to any other being in 
existence; but his state was far different from mine in every other respect. 
He had come forth from the hands of God a perfect creature, happy and 
prosperous, guarded by the especial care of his Creator; he was allowed to 
converse with and acquire knowledge from beings of a superior nature, but 
I was wretched, helpless, and alone.

The Creature thinks it is more likely that he was created by Satan, because just as Satan 
envied Adam and Eve’s happiness, the Creature envies that of the cottagers. These 
feelings are confirmed by another event. Earlier, the Creature had discovered some 
papers in the pocket of a lab coat he had taken from von Frankenstein’s lab. Now that 
he can read, he studies the papers. They are the scientist’s journal, and they describe 
in great detail the making of the Creature. Now he understands his origin, and he is 
disgusted by how it happened. The language in the journal reflects the scientist’s horror 
at his creation and gives rise in the Creature to equally horrific feelings.

“I sickened as I read. ‘Hateful day when I received life!’ I exclaimed in 
agony. ‘Accursed creator! Why did you form a monster so hideous that even 
YOU turned from me in disgust? God, in pity, made man beautiful and 
alluring, after his own image; but my form is a filthy type of yours, more 
horrid even from the very resemblance. Satan had his companions, fellow 
devils, to admire and encourage him, but I am solitary and abhorred.’”

As miserable as he feels, the Creature reasons that when the cottagers finally get to 
know him, they will take pity on him and ignore his physical flaws. Clinging to this 
thought, the Creature resolves not to despair, but to prepare to meet them. He puts 
the meeting off for several months, however, because he wants to keep learning and 
improving—but also because he is afraid of failure.

Changes in the cottage only increase his frustration. As time passes, the family seems 
even happier and more comfortable. They don’t seem rich, but their lives are enjoyable 
and peaceful. Meanwhile, the Creature grows more and more miserable.
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NOTES“Increase of knowledge only discovered to me more clearly what a 
wretched outcast I was. I cherished hope, it is true, but it vanished when I 
beheld my person reflected in water or my shadow in the moonshine, even 
as that frail image and that inconstant shade.”

He struggles to crush his fears and stay strong for the challenge ahead. Sometimes he 
imagines himself in Paradise, like Adam, surrounded by sympathetic, angelic creatures. 
But he knows he is no Adam. He has no Eve to soothe him or listen to him. He is alone. 
His creator has abandoned him, and the Creature curses him bitterly for it.

Autumn passes and winter arrives. The cold does not bother the Creature, but he misses 
the beauties of summer. And so he turns even more attention toward the cottagers. 
They appear unaffected by the bleakness of winter, and they continue to enjoy one 
another’s company.

“The more I saw of them, the greater became my desire to claim their 
protection and kindness; my heart yearned to be known and loved by 
these amiable2 creatures; to see their sweet looks directed towards me with 
affection was the utmost limit of my ambition.”

As winter passes, the Creature turns one year old. He decides that the best course of 
action will be to enter the cottage when the blind old man is alone, since the Creature’s 
looks are the most alarming thing about him. If he can gain the friendship of old De 
Lacey first, the man’s children might be persuaded to accept him, too.

One cold, clear day, the three younger cottagers go out for a walk. The old man begins 
to play the guitar, first with pleasure, but then with sadness. At last he puts the guitar 
aside and sits absorbed in thought.

The Creature knows that his opportunity has arrived. At first, his resolve weakens. But 
then he forces himself to be brave. Once outside his shack, the cold air revives him. 
Heart pounding, he approaches the cottage.

“I knocked. ‘Who is there?’ said the old man. ‘Come in.’

“I entered. ‘Pardon this intrusion,’ said I; ‘I am a traveler in want of a little 
rest; you would greatly oblige me if you would allow me to remain a few 
minutes before the fire.’”

De Lacey invites the Creature to sit down. After a period of awkward silence, De Lacey 
asks whether the Creature is French, as the old man is. The Creature responds that he 
is not, but that he was educated by a French family. He adds that he will soon come 
under the care of some friends he loves. When the old man asks whether the friends are 
German, the Creature responds that they are French and then changes the subject.

He reveals to the old man that he is alone in the world and that he is afraid that if his 
friends do not take him in, he will be an outcast forever. De Lacey encourages him to 
have faith in the goodness of human beings, especially friends. The Creature agrees that 
his friends are good people but also admits there is a chance they will reject him. The 
Creature responds:

2. amiable (AY mee uh buhl) adj. friendly, agreeable.
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NOTES“‘They are kind—they are the most excellent creatures in the world; but, 
unfortunately, they are prejudiced against me. I have good dispositions; my 
life has been hitherto3 harmless and in some degree beneficial; but a fatal 
prejudice clouds their eyes, and where they ought to see a feeling and kind 
friend, they behold only a detestable monster.’”

The old man sympathizes, but points out that if the Creature is truly virtuous, he will 
be able to convince his friends of his goodness. The Creature says that he is about to 
attempt to do so but is still afraid. The old man then offers to help because he believes 
the Creature to be sincere. If the Creature tells him all the details of the situation, he 
would plead the Creature’s case to the family.

“‘How can I thank you, my best and only benefactor? From your lips first 
have I heard the voice of kindness directed towards me; I shall be forever 
grateful; and your present humanity assures me of success with those 
friends whom I am on the point of meeting.’”

Next, De Lacey asks who the friends are and where they live. The Creature pauses. This 
is the moment he has been waiting for and dreading. He becomes overwhelmed and 
begins to sob. At that moment, he hears the young people approach. Feeling desperate, 
he grabs the old man’s hand.

“’Save and protect me! You and your family are the friends whom I seek. 
Do not you desert me in the hour of trial!’

“‘Great God!’ exclaimed the old man. ‘Who are you?’”

At that moment, the door opens, and Felix, Safie, and Agatha come in. When they see 
the Creature, they are horrified. Agatha faints, and Safie runs out of the cottage. Felix 
dashes forward, tears the Creature away from the old man, throws him on the ground, 
and strikes him with a stick. Although the Creature has the power to destroy Felix, he 
refrains. Before Felix can strike him again, the Creature flees the cottage and returns to 
his hovel.

* * *

Chapter 17
When the chapter begins, the Creature has just stopped speaking. Victor von 
Frankenstein is bewildered and says nothing, and so the Creature continues.

“You must create a female for me with whom I can live in the 
interchange of those sympathies necessary for my being. This you alone can 
do, and I demand it of you as a right which you must not refuse to concede.”

Dr. Frankenstein had felt pity for the Creature as he listened to his story about the 
cottagers. But this request makes the scientist angry again. He refuses the Creature’s 
request absolutely.

“Shall I create another like yourself, whose joint wickedness might 
desolate the world. Begone! I have answered you; you may torture me, but I 
will never consent.”

3. hitherto (HIH thuhr too) adv. up to this time.
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NOTESThe Creature replies that he would rather reason with Victor than hurt him. But Victor 
means him only ill will. He would kill the Creature instantly if he could, but at the same 
time he expects the Creature to respect him and other humans. How does this make 
sense, the Creature asks? If only humans would show him kindness, he would be gentle 
and grateful in return. But he certainly won’t live as a slave to human cruelty. With 
building rage, he lashes out at the scientist.

“I will revenge my injuries; if I cannot inspire love, I will cause fear, 
and chiefly towards you my archenemy, because my creator, do I swear 
inextinguishable hatred. Have a care; I will work at your destruction, nor finish 
until I desolate your heart, so that you shall curse the hour of your birth.”

Calming down, the Creature continues. He repeats that he had intended to reason with 
his maker. Showing strong emotion is useless, he says, because Victor would never admit 
that he himself has caused the Creature’s rage. Since no human will befriend the Creature, 
he says, it is perfectly reasonable for him to request a mate who is equally hideous. Even 
though they will be cut off from the world, they will at least have each other.

“Oh! My creator, make me happy; let me feel gratitude towards you for 
one benefit! Let me see that I excite the sympathy of some existing thing; 
do not deny me my request!”

At this, Victor is moved. He shudders to imagine what he is being asked to do, but he 
feels the request is fair. The Creature sees the scientist’s change of heart and goes on. 
He promises that if Victor gives him a mate, they will flee to South America, never to be 
seen again. They will sleep on beds of leaves and eat berries and acorns. They will live 
peacefully. The only reason Victor would deny him such a pleasure, the Creature says, is 
cruelty. He begs him to have compassion and consent to his request.

But Victor hesitates. The Creature and his mate would grow lonely in exile, he says, and 
would return to civilization to seek the kindness of humans. If they met with hatred 
again, they would grow doubly angry—and then there would be two of them to carry 
out the task of destruction. Because of this possibility, Victor says, he cannot consent.

The Creature accuses Victor of being fickle. He repeats his promise to flee society, live in 
peace with his companion, and someday die with no anger in his heart. Victor reflects 
on the Creature’s words.

His words had a strange effect upon me. I compassionated him and 
sometimes felt a wish to console him, but when I looked upon him, when 
I saw the filthy mass that moved and talked, my heart sickened and my 
feelings were altered to those of horror and hatred.

Victor tells the Creature that he cannot trust him. The Creature could be trying to trick 
him, he says. How can he be sure that the monster doesn’t plan to seek revenge, once 
his mate exists and his power is doubled? The Creature grows angry again. If he has 
nobody to love, he points out, he will be filled with hatred. If he does have someone to 
love, his desire to seek revenge will evaporate.

“My vices are the children of a forced solitude that I abhor, and my 
virtues will necessarily arise when I live in communion with an equal. I 
shall feel the affections of a sensitive being and become linked to the chain 
of existence and events from which I am now excluded.”
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NOTESVictor pauses to reflect on all that the Creature has said. He recalls the hints of virtue 
he saw when the Creature first came to life. He thinks of the Creature’s survival in the 
wilderness and of the cruelty the cottagers showed him. He thinks of his own physical 
weakness and the Creature’s sheer strength. Finally, he concludes that he owes it to 
both the Creature and his fellow humans to grant the Creature’s request.

Turning to him, therefore, I said,  “I consent to your demand, on 
your solemn oath to quit Europe forever, and every other place in the 
neighborhood of man, as soon as I shall deliver into your hands a female 
who will accompany you in your exile.”

The Creature is overjoyed. He swears that he and his mate will never be seen again. He 
then urges Victor to return to his home and begin work, and he promises to reappear 
when the time is right. He then departs, quickly descending the mountainside.

It is dusk, and Victor makes his way homeward with a heavy heart. He stops to rest at 
the halfway point. It is late at night. Looking at the stars, the passing clouds, and the 
dark pine trees, he becomes emotional. The starlight seems to mock him. He asks the 
stars for either death or solitude in the darkness.

It is late the next day when he arrives at his house. His wild looks alarm his family. He 
feels cut off from them and unworthy of their sympathy, and so he says little.

Yet even thus I loved them to adoration; and to save them, I resolved 
to dedicate myself to my most abhorred task. The prospect of such an 
occupation made every other circumstance of existence pass before me like 
a dream, and that thought only had to me the reality of life.

Frankenstein (1818) by Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley
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